Children’s Book Review

It's over forty years since John Burningham burst onto the
literary scene with Borka, the story of the featherless goose,
becoming Jonathan Cape’s first ever picture book and
winning the Kate Greenaway Prize for his simple yet
expressive illustrations.

Following his fantastic, The Magic Bed, Edwardo the Horriblest
Boy in the Whole World shows yet again his understanding of the
mind of the child. Edwardo is an ordinary boy. He is messy, noisy
and sometimes naughty and when grown-ups tell him how aw-
ful he is he just gets worse. Then one day people start to tell him
how great he is and then he just gets better and better:a sharply
concise cautionary tale for parent and child alike about learning
to encourage not criticise.

Burningham'’s illustrations use space as expressively as his pen
and ink. At the beginning small, single sketches of Edwardo face
much larger, exuberant ones of critical adults on the opposing
page. As Edwardo is encouraged he begins to share his page with
other people, the drawings become more colourful, more plen-
tiful and he appears to visibly grow with confidence. The text is
rhythmically repetitive which children will love to hear read aloud
and to join in with, making Edwardo another mark on
Burningham'’s long list of achievements.
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The Horriblest Boy in the
Whole Wide World

John Burningham Edwardo the Horriblest

Boy in the Whole Wide World (Red Fox, 2007, pbk)

WIN A £5 VOUCHER TO SPEND AT CHILDREN'’S CHOICE, BELPER

A clue: It's two words, the first word starts with ‘L, the second word starts with ‘S All you need to do is write the

hidden flavour on a piece of paper, together with your name, address and telephone number and send it to All Things

Local, 74 Woodhouse Road, Kilburn, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 ONA. Closing date: 10 September. Draw will take place
on 11 September and winner will be notified within one week.
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